
Chaser
by Arenda Holladay

Beyond the Pattern
I love long cardigans and I’ve designed a fair number,

but this may be my favorite. The construction is very

simple, with minimal shaping. The stitch pattern is

easily memorized, so why have I graded it

Intermediate? The answer is Pockets. I ripped out the

first pocket three (!!!) times, and I have used this

pocket construction many times. I think the fineness of

the yarn may have contributed to the difficulties, but I

have included several Designer Notes to help others

avoid making the same mistakes. If you omit the

pockets, I would grade this design as Basic although

the length requires patience.

A friend saw me working on this cardigan and said the stitch pattern reminded her of strips of chaser

lights, hence the name.

Sizes
XS (S, M, L) [1X, 2X, 3X] {4X, 5X, 6X}

Finished Measurements
Chest: 30.5 (34.5, 39, 43) [47.25, 51.5, 56] {60.25, 64.5, 69}”

Length: 32”

Materials
HiKoo RYLIE (274yds/250m, 100g/3.5oz, 50% Baby Alpaca, 25% Mulberry Silk, 25% Linen): 5 (6, 6, 7)

[7, 8, 8] {9, 9, 10} hanks #003 Natural

Size 3 (3.25mm) needles and dpns (for pockets and sleeve cuffs) or size needed to obtain gauge

Stitch markers

Stitch holder, waste yarn (WY), or barber cord

Tapestry needle

Gauge
In Chaser Chart, 26 sts & 32 rows = 4"/10cm. To save time, take time to check gauge.
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Abbreviations
Single Yarn over—One yarn over, not two. On following row, purl into the front and the back of  the

yo.

EOR—End of row.

Stitch Patterns
See Chaser Chart.

DESIGNER NOTE—The Chaser Chart is repeated 7 (8, 9, 10) [11, 12, 13] {14, 15, 16} times at the

bottom border. One stitch is added at each side for the seam allowance. The long-tail cast on is

used and then Row 4 of the Chaser Chart is worked.

Back
Using the long-tail CO technique, CO 100 (114, 128, 142) [156,

170, 184] {198, 212, 226} sts.

Next Row (WS): P1, work sts from Row 4 of the Chaser Chart 7

(8, 9, 10) [11, 12, 13] {14, 15, 16} times, p1.

Work Rows 1–4 of the chart, maintaining 1 selvedge st at each

end until the back measures 32”, or the desired length, ending

on Row 4. BO.

DESIGNER NOTE—The several sizes of the fronts have one

less multiple of the Chase pattern. The multiple is replaced

with stockinette stitches so that it does not interfere with the

neck shaping.

Left Front
Sizes XS (M) Only

Using the long-tail CO technique, CO 51 (65) sts.

Next Row (WS): P8, work sts from Row 4 of the Chaser Chart 3

(4) times, p1.

Next Row (RS): K1, work Rows 1–4 of the chart 3 (4) times, knit all sts to EOR.

Work in pat as est until the piece measures 8", ending on Row 4.

Sizes S (L, 2X, 4X, 6X) Only

Using the long-tail CO technique, CO 58 (72, 86, 100, 114) sts.

Next Row (WS): P15 work sts from Row 4 of the Chaser Chart 3 (4, 5, 6, 7) times, p1.

Next Row (RS): K1, work Rows 1–4 of the chart 3 (4, 5, 6, 7) times, knit all sts to EOR.

Work in pat as est until the piece measures 8" ending on Row 4.

Sizes 1X (3X, 5X) Only

Using the long-tail CO technique, CO 79 (93, 107) sts.
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Next Row (WS): P22, work sts from Row 4 of the Chaser

Chart 4 (5, 6) times, p1.

Next Row (RS): K1, work Rows 1–4 of the chart 4 (5, 6)

times, knit all sts to EOR.

Work in pat as est until the piece measures 8" ending on

Row 4.

DESIGNER NOTE—The procedure for working the

pockets is to pick up the desired number of stitches for

the pocket lining with a separate ball of yarn, using the

purl bumps on the WS of the work. These are the stitches

for the pocket lining, which is worked to the desired

length for the pocket and then placed on a stitch holder,

waste yarn, or barber cord. The next step is to join the

lining to the main body by working to the pocket location

and placing a marker to indicate the pocket edge. The

front of the work is joined to the lining by picking up the

garter bump of the right selvedge of the lining and

knitting it together with the stitch after the marker. The

stitches for the front of the pocket are worked and the

garter bump at the left selvedge is knit together with the

last pocket stitch, and a marker is placed. This procedure is repeated until all the garter bumps of

the lining are worked. The final step is to put the front pocket stitches on holders. On the next

row, the pocket lining stitches on holders are returned to the needle. The pocket is complete.

Pocket Lining
Place 13 (13, 13, 27) [27, 41, 41] {55, 55, 69} sts on a st holder, waste yarn, or barber cord. With the RS

facing, turn the work so you can see the purl bump on the WS. Using another needle and a separate

ball of yarn, and leaving at least a 6" tail, pick up a st in the first purl bump of the st to the left of the

marker. Pick up 32 sts. Place rem sts on a stitch holder, waste yarn, or barber cord. Work these st in St

st until the piece measures 3.25, or desired length for the pocket, ending on a RS row. Place the pocket

lining sts on a stitch holder, waste yarn, or barber cord.

TECHNICAL TIP—Before joining the pockets to the body, carefully look at the lining and make

sure you can identify the purl bumps of the selvedge stitches. The purl bumps should be half the

number of rows in the lining. Count them to make sure you have the same number on each side.

As I worked the sample, I found it quite easy to skip one, which results in a lopsided pocket. I

recommend counting the remaining garter bumps after joining the pocket to make sure you have

not missed one. A better solution is to place a coil-less safety pin on each purl bump. You can use

it to lift the bump onto the needle and then remove it. The photo below shows the pocket lining

with the safety pins.
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Joining the Lining to the Body
Row 1 (RS): Place the sts on the holder before the pocket on the needle, pm, pick up the first purl

bump of the lining, place it on the left needle, and knit it tog with the first pocket st of the body. Work

the next 30 sts in pat as est. Pick up the first purl bump of the lining and knit it tog with the last

pocket st, pm, place rem sts on needle and work in pat as est to EOR. Work to the marker for the left

front pocket and repeat this procedure.

Row 2 (WS): Work all stitches in pat as est.

Rep Rows 1 and 2 until all of the garter bumps have been worked.

Finishing the Pocket
Work to the first marker. Place the front pocket sts on holders. Remove markers for the pocket. Work

to the EOR.

Next Row (WS): Work to pocket lining sts, transfer the lining sts to the left needle and work the

Chaser pat and then work the rem sts in the pat as est.

Work in pat as est until the piece measures 25”, ending on a WS row.

Neck Shaping
Sizes XS (M)

At the neck edge, dec 1 st every 4th row 10 (12) times—41

(53) sts rem.

Work in pat as est until the piece measures 32" ending on

Row 4. BO.
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Sizes S (L, 2X, 4X, 6X)

At the neck edge, dec 1 st every 4th row 10 (15, 15, 17) times—48 (57, 71, 85, 97) sts rem. Work in pat

as est until the piece measures 32" ending on Row 4. BO.

Sizes 1X (3X, 5X)

At the neck edge, dec 1 st every RS row 15 (15, 17) times— 64 (78, 90) sts rem.

Work in pat as est until the piece measures 32" ending on Row 4. BO.

Right Front
Work as for Left Front, reversing all shaping.

DESIGNER NOTE—The Chaser pattern is worked on the sleeves. When the sleeve measures 1.25",

increases are worked at each side every 4th row. The new stitches should be incorporated in the

stitch pattern.

Sleeves (Make 2)
Using the long-tail CO technique, CO 72 (72, 72, 72) [80, 80, 80]

{88, 88, 88} sts.

Next Row (WS): P1 (1, 1, 1) [4, 4, 4] {1, 1, 1}, work sts from Row

4 of the Chaser Chart 5 (5, 5, 5) [5, 5, 5] {6, 6, 6} times, purl to

EOR.

Next Row (RS): K1 (1, 1, 1) [6, 6, 6] {3, 3, 3} sts, work Rows 1–4

of the chart 5 (5, 5, 5) [5, 5, 5] {6, 6, 6} times, knit to EOR.

Work in pat as est until the cuff measures 1.25".

Inc 1 st at each edge every 4th row 30 times—132 (132, 132,

132) [140, 140, 140] [148, 148, 148] sts.

Work in pat as est until the sleeve measures 19 (19, 19, 19) [20,

20, 20] {21, 21, 21}”. BO.

Finishing
Block all pieces. Seam shoulders.

DESIGNER NOTE—All of the bands are worked in

stockinette stitch and are not blocked so that they roll. The front bands are worked in one piece

once the shoulders are seamed. After the sleeves are seamed to the body, bands are worked for the

cuffs. The final step is to return the pockets to needles to work the bands.

Pu sts starting at the bottom right front up and around the neck to the bottom left front. Work 2" in St

st and BO.

Seam the top of the sleeves to the sides of the sweater. Seam the sides of the body. Seam the sleeve
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sides.

Pick up sts along the sleeve cuff. Work 1" in St st and BO. Rep for second sleeve.

Return the pocket sts to the needles and work 1" in St st. BO.

Block again if necessary but do not flatten the bands. Weave in yarn tails.
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